
Conference attendance approval request 

Organisation [Your organisation’s name] 
Event Name Āpōpō 2026 Congress 
About the event 
host organisation 

Āpōpō – Infrastructure Asset Management Professionals (formerly IPWEA NZ et al, founded 1948) 
The lead association for infrastructure asset management professionals in Aotearoa New Zealand  
Purpose: To enhance the capability of infrastructure asset management professionals for Aotearoa New 
Zealand 

Event theme Global Connections, includes international guest presenters and contributions from GFMAM and WPiAM 
Dates and times 19-21 May 2026 

Commences 9am 19 May 
Concludes 12.30pm 21 May 

Location Claudelands Event Centre 
Kirikiriroa Hamilton  
New Zealand 

Travel required Yes  
Return flights to Hamilton from [your location] 
Airport transfers/parking 

Travel cost 
estimate 

$xx  

Accommodation 
required 

Yes 
Arrive pm 18 May, Depart 21 May, 3 nights required 

Accommodation 
cost estimate 

$xx  + x1 dinner, x1 lunch, x1 breakfast (other meals included in Conference registration) 
 

Conference 
registration 

$1,345 - pre-sale full registration (until January 2026, then increases to $1,545 and $1,845 for late registration) 
to be paid upon registration 
Includes networking evening and Gala Awards Dinner 

Total cost estimate $xx 
CPD Credits for 
AMCP/AMA and 
CPEng purposes 

21.0 hours CPD recognised by Engineering NZ and Āpōpō 
10.0 hours formal CPD – asset management keynote and technical presentations 
11.0 hours informal CPD – general professional development conference presentations 
PLUS x1 Digital Pin (micro-credential to be earned from formal learning session) 
PLUS networking and social professional development opportunities throughout 

  

Keynote speaker 
programme  

Full programme due for release January 2026 
Feature speakers announced to date: 

• Minister for Infrastructure Hon Chris Bishop 
• Jan Stoker – global asset management thought leader 
• Shamabeel Equab – respected economist 
• Kali Mercier – Helen Clark Foundation 
• Ursula Bryan – Institute of Asset Management UK CEO 

Technical and 
Learning 
programme 

Abstract submitted for technical programme titled “XX XX”, showcasing the work of our organisation. 
Typically 50-60 technical speaker sessions (including Digital Pin options) to choose from for up to 12 sessions 
over the course of the event. 

Knowledge sharing 
and transfer plan 

Following the Congress I will integrate key learnings, skills and knowledge into relevant projects, policies and 
frameworks. I will support wider organisation capability by providing a summary of key learnings at a team or 
departmental meeting.  

Networking 
opportunities 

Various networking opportunities are integrated into the conference programme, providing exposure for our 
organisation, as well as the chance to connect with key suppliers and contractors, industry peers and sector 
leaders.  

Well-being 
programme 

A considerate structured programme of included activities designed to support focus and reflection throughout 
the event, supporting attendees to maximise their participation and the value gained from keynote, technical, 
and networking sessions. 

Awards and 
scholarships 

Applications open mid-November for Asset Management Excellence Awards and Āpōpō Scholarships. 
Awards submission titled “XX XX” showcasing our “YY YY” project to be entered. 
Scholarship application being prepared to support my asset management career development – substantial 
support possible for my 2026 personal development plan. 

Comments 
supporting my 
request for 
approval to attend 

The annual Āpōpō Congress has earned an enviable reputation for being the best conference for asset 
management practitioners to attend in New Zealand.  All the key asset management leaders from local 
government, central government and large firm and specialist consultants regularly attend and share their 
expertise and experience.  The atmosphere is engaging and welcoming of new-comers and senior practitioners 
alike, making the event particularly valuable.  The learning and engagement opportunities presented over the 
three days align tightly with my personal development plan objectives of deepening my asset management 
technical knowledge, broadening my peer networks and, demonstrating my own asset management 
leadership. 

  

Attendance approval 
requested by: 

[Your name] Approving manager / 
budget holder 

[Your manager’s / budget holder’s name] 

Date requested [xx November 2025] Date approved: [xx November 2025] 
Signed:  

 
Signed:  

 
 


